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CHAPTER 3
SOCIOLOGY AND SOCIAL RESEARCH .IN SOUTH
' AFRICA

' Char!es Crothers

University of Natal, South Afri_pa

The social science production associated with any society varies in terms of
characteristics such as its quantity, scope, subject-matter, guality and
usefulness. The amount and other characteristics of social science research
production is shaped by a wide range of features of that society and its
institutional structures. Broad influences are exerted by the general cultural
origntations held in that society and by those areas of its political economy
which relate to social science research production. Closer to the actual sites
of social science research production, its output profile is also shaped by the
structures of knowledge production, the range of disciplines inciuded in them,
the orientations and competencies of its staff, by the supporting infrastructure
(eg communication facilities, computer equipment, publishing arrangements)
that is available to them, and by the nature of the audiences they interact with.
Amongst these audiences a major one often is the policy estabhshment which
may be an active supporter and user of social science information.

Within the broad framework provided by this sociclogy of ‘knowledge-
production’ perspective, | will provide an cverview of the role that sociology
has fulfilled in the preduction and use of social research in the South African
context. [ will discuss sociology as it presented itself during later phases of the
apartheid social formation and especially the issues facing it in the
contemporary situation, and will also try to project forward what its future role
might be. There is a very considerable literature which describes and debates
the role of sociclogy in South Africa (eg van Staden and Visser 1980; Morris
1982, Olzak, 1990 and Bozzoli's reaction 1990), although this is often in
various ways limited in being fragmentary, fugitive and polemical. Accordingly,
| have attempted to supplement the account drawn from the discussions with
data drawn from several sources (these included data on theses, sociology
department staff and programs, research centers, and on characteristics of
journal articles: space precludes formal presentation of this data).

Sociology has a reasonably long history in South Africa, compared to many
other settler colonies (where sociology was often not established until the
1950s) or indeed societies other than French Germany and USA: in terms of
timing perhaps the Canadian experience is closest. Sociology began in the
1820s and was reasonably widely established during the 1930s (Pollak, 1968).
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Alongside this was the establishment of some governmental means for the
support of social research. This breach-head established by this vanguard was
- considerably widened during the post-war period with sociology becoming

generally available in university departments, and eventually universally {

avaifable.

‘Aftikaner Sociology’

By the later years of the apartheid era (eg the early 1980) there tended tobe 1

two rather different tendencies: sociology practised in Afrikaner-speaking
universities pufled in rather a different direction than that in English-speaking
universities, although there was also a small interstitial overlap category. This
split was reinforced and aggravated by organisation into two separate
Sociolegical societies, with Separate sociclogy journals.

‘Afrikaner sociology' was considerably shaped by various inteflectual trends
within Afrikaner culture. In some part this included a more European
(‘wissenschaften’) way of arganising social knowledge than was common in
English-speaking universities (where an 'Anglo-Saxon’ range of disciplines
was deployed). In the Afrikaner approach, the boundary between humanities
and social sciences was less sharply drawn, with strong links with social
philosophy and theology being clearly apparent, Paradoxically, sociology also
related to a cluster of strong interests in rather more practical social sciences:

such as criminology, demography, planning, social statistics and practical :

theology.

Afrikaner sociology was complexly involved in both the support of, and
opposition to apartheid. One thread certainly involved the devefopment of
intellectual justifications for apartheid, or suggestions about social engineering
to achieve this aim. As in other social movements, ‘Afrikaner nationalism' was
shaped and driven by a strong intellectually-developed ideology (afthough this
involved considerable ongoing debate and revision over time, and was far from
uniformly held} and many members of its core (the broederbond and related
organisations) were intellectuals. Some of this impetus arose out of the
education of several sociology professors {eg Cronje) in Holland and Germany

in the early and mid-1930s and their interest in neo-Fitchian social ideclogies

which emphasised ‘volk' and ‘nation’ as primordial social units (see Coetzes,
1890; Norval, 1996). It is far too simple to read these approaches as a
Southern-hemisphere rehearsal of ‘Nazi social nationalism’, although there
were certainly some shared ideas. Within this approach, Cronje’s involvements
were considerable and later Verwoerd as Minister of Native Affairs and then
Prime Minister was praminent in the effective development of major features

a professional politician rather than as a sociologist). Linked to the vigorous
espousal of ethnic Afrikaner nationalism was a fervent anti-communism, and
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i i for capitalism, especially a
corresponding nuanced and ambwale_nt euppo'rt . _
welfareRvorkfare- orientated state capitalism with a particular South African

flavour. However, this was but one major thread in Afrikaner sociology, with a

i e of ideological positions being spanned.

mdﬁi&%r major chgracteristic of Afrikaner sociology tended to l?e_ whet ChV\{1
Mills would unhesitatingly have recognised as ‘_abstracted empiricism’, \g ch
shaded into ‘market research’ for the apartheid state, Tlfus appro_ach combine
rigorous aftention to high methodological stendards with attentlon‘tc:a_ a rienge
of topics which ‘critical sociologiste‘ might well consider trlwe , 'o:
'ideologically-burdened’. Such topics included concerns apout theh son:}gae
engineering’ issues which arise in the context of a modern society, such as
provision of housing and parks, recreat:_on patterns, student datln_g pattehrns,
geographical mebility etc. Rather more rdeo!ogncaliy—charged topics such as
race relations were usually shied away from. Some. socia! Iresearch was mc:re
polemieally-charged and led to sharp methodol_oglcal cr|t|0|srr_1 (for example,
in the mid-1980s, some of the survey work on attitudes to sanctions and voting

- support for the IFP carried out Professor Schlemmer has been accused of

ing i mple and questionnaire designs to suit preferred outcomes). Cne
gﬁltr:g;tr?]s;af n?uch of t?]is research is that it tends to ac_:!qpt race as ifs eent;al
explanatory variable, and this is done without clearly raising problems with ’;f eI
measurement of this variable and its simplistic n_ieployment as a powerfu
causal influence unrelated to other variables which alse shape social and
economic life (Taylor and Orkin 1996). To some extent thts tendency in dite-
analysis might be excused not only as a reasonable somologlcel approach in
a society so riven by race, but also as a result of the methodologlcel limitations
of under-trained and un-sophisticated data-analysts (n_ot te meqtlon quanto-
phobic reading audiences), although the deeper theoretical limitations pointed

is criticism surely remain. -

© b!¥1 t: I:ocrrf:ggvhat reiatgd stance, other Afrikaner sociclogists were involved
in ‘abstracted theoreticism’' with (what might seem to_ cthers to_ be_ an
exaggerated) concern for locally reproducing and commenting on somo!oglcal
theories emanating from the American and European eenters _of sociology.
There was some exegetical work, although seldom of hlgh_guailty and much
glossing for classroom use. One interesting example of this involves a reacfer
on ‘development studies for South Africa’ (Qoetzee apd Gfaaf 1998), whlcg
consists in a large number of chapters reviewing the aﬂleulatlon between eac
of a different theoretical approaches and 'development . But the reai!ty of Ilf_e
for the majority in South Africa seldom intrudes: an indicator of this is that in
the index there is not even a single entry for ‘poverty’, and_ ascan of'the te?<t
reveals no obvious substantial discussion of what sur_ely is a prime issue in
South African sociology. It does not seem too speculative to opine that thes_e
two 'abstracted’ modes of inguiry may well have been aceeptap!e ways in
which sociologists might combine a social concern and sociological interest .
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with an avoidance of any clear confrantation with the dominant ideclogy and |

with state power.

Ministers and government departments were guided in part during their
policy deliberations by webs of contact with Afrikaner academics, and thege 1
included sociologists in appropriate policy domains (discussions include
Hofmeyr and Muller 1988, Prinsloo 1893). In addition, the Broederbond was

of advice. Government departments did not seem to build up strong in-house
research units. However, there was a considerable investment in the Human
Science Research Council (HSRC), as a centralised organisation for

developing

purpose-designed building - a 13 storey pink-coloured skyscraper occupying |
most of city block in downtown Pretoria, By this time the organisation had
some 450 professional social scientists.
Aithough the organisation asserted independence from the apartheid state and
denied that its social research supported it, the HSRC was widely regarded as
power, and much of its social research
in the service of that state. 1t seems
a photograph of its governing body, 1
- of 11 councillors pictured in 1993 10
all the others have clearly Afrikaner 1
surnames. The exact reasons for state support of social science to the extent
be excavated by detailed historical :
research, but it seems quite possible that it was implemented in some part out
of a genuine concern to obtain appropriate (but also sympathetic) social
science advice in the organisation of the society, as well as perhaps to sop up
graduates. The HSRC tended to

acquired some 1000 staff, including

broadly supportive of the regime in
work could be seen as 'market research’
difficult not to read such a stance from
proudly displayed in its publicity material
were male, with one black African, and

delivered through the HSRC have yet fo

unemployment amongst social science
concentrate on low-level local social research efforts and mainly published

through in-house sources. The concerns of the HSRC researchers were

mainly those of the Afrikaner population or more broadly the white population,
with relative inattention to the black sector (see for exarnple, debate in Morris,
1992). An example of the type of research work carried out by the HSRC was
a decade-long programme supporting methodological research: this produced
various volumes - many of which provided a local rendition of American social
before, and the highest selling volume

be or how this might be increased).

The HSRC might almost be regarded as an institutionalised version of a
rather longer-standing South African mode of the production of social
knowledge. Ashforth (1990) has christened the string of Commissions of
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i i i fal i ‘Grand Tradition',

iry set up in South Africa to examine socr_al issues as a ‘Gr ditio

t?:slrg;omrrﬁssions covered a wide range of issues, t.)ut-espemaily tI]e nﬁtwe
ﬁ' uestion’. As in the British tradition of Royal Commissions of Iqqulry, ’é ese
'gommittees not only carried out research but were al§o ldeeply involve iI)T a
1 ublic participation exercise (through receiving submlsspns from the_ pu t;ct
g‘nd in the course of touring), and not only ;:\rodu.::eciE pollcty sug\%git(lor;su bliijc
| ‘legiti ! ttempting to r

o attempted to ‘legitimate’ these by a _
gl)snceptualisgtions of the issues they were concerned with. lndegd, thefl-tthRC
itself on occasion set up smaller Commissions much along the ines of those
in the ‘grand tradition’.

Oppositionat Sociclogy’

ish-speaking universities there was a range o_f modes of inquiry. Some
Lneu%gg“g sf)pnfe of ?he tendencies to be found_ in Afrlkaner soc:lo!og}((, SL&?F nass
carrying out empirical surveys into commun_nty' life and settlemen[ p?n e 0%
(Such approaches have also been characteristic of the early der\]fe op nent of
sociology in other settler colonies. see Crothers_, 1996.) Suc eTp;sticaﬁl
orientated, a theoretical research work was underpinned b_y a chargc erd ang
South African pattern of considerable -support for umversﬂy—u ase sigy 2
financially supported) social research units: for ‘example. at the mvei{hou A
Natal (UND) there has been a social research uplt for some 50 yearg‘ (a o gal
its name has changed from time to ti_me). Th|s tre_ldltlon_of_ soun empsion
research was supported by careful teaching in socaal_statlstlcs. On oacaS thé
the empirically-orientated sociology_l flowered into major cliebates suc 2nt' e
work on ethnicity and pluralism which emerged with the ‘Durban tr;:c:n_‘;:.r o o
the 1960s (stimulated by Leo Kuper and othe'rs, and |nclu§i|ng ’e- o
Fatima Meer). Another empiricist t,rend_ was 'struggle socm]o_gy 't II'; W ch
various of the repressive tendencies directed by the apaftheld s at' ed Win
documented (an example of this was the ‘surplus people’s p!’Ojecd uring
which the forced removals of black African settlements was repordef ) el
Field-work .in particular, and more gen_erally publication .do t czn |c;%
sociological accounts, were often closely prescribed by the apart‘hel bs ab?ai a
its intellectual and security police, Ac_ces_s fo areas occuple_td g acks
(especially over-night) required the permission of, and was moni horet ty,was
state. Research on topics held to.be sensitive to the security of t eds r;\{ edical
heavily {and sometimes fatally) attacked and savagely censored. a’call
critics were harassed and the concern to suppress c:ommunlsmd(lrohnll rly
perhaps) led to postal authorities cutting .mtg the ﬂomfs_ of bool_<s and sc ﬁ; tg
publications. Under these conditions purs‘mt of empirical sqcial resea_:jc o
topics indicting sympathy for black Africans oftep requlreq consi ;ar% e
courage and sometimes deviousness {much appropriate material is contai
in Rex 1981, see also Merret 1994).
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‘scholars in exile’, The South African diaspora led to the aggradation of South

African sociologists in various overseas sites: including Maputo in .
Mozambique, London and elsewhere in Britain and in North America. These
ex-patriates combined with a considerable interest from other Africanists 1
means that the social research production on South Africa includes a high 1
volume of book and article material published from overseas. On the other ;

hand, this partial exposure to the intellectual trends current in cosmopolitan
centers of sociology seemed to have done littie to broaden the attention-span
of South African sociologists onto African countries other than South Africa,
There has been, and continues to be, little contact with sociolagists throughout
Africa, or even in the remainder of southern Africa. :

A major predilection of English-speaking South African sociology has been
theoretical analysis of the relationship between Capitalism and apartheid. A
series of increasingly more sophisticated accounts of this relationship have
been progressively provided. Earfier accounts tended to emphasise the
positive reinforcement apartheid provided capitalism through the supply of a
very cheap labour-force where many of the costs of the reproduction of the
workforce were borne by those areas of relatively undisturbed African
settlement which served as laboyr reserves'. However, later accounts have
been more inclined to emphasise the extra costs, especially in undergirding
the costs of oppression, which apartheid imposed on local capitalism. Aithough
there are varlous streams of thought involved with these macro-sociological
accounts, a major source is Marxism. The accounts were not merely historical
but were also pressed into service in endeavouring to analyse the likely future
trajectory of social change in South Africa.

Nevertheless, into the 1980s the sociologists in mainstream sociology
departments remained fairly conservative politically, and a particular South
African interest in ‘industrial sociology' developed to study the work situations
in capitalist firms. Much of this work invalves commentary on trends in
employment and unemployment, workforce characteristics and working
conditions using official sources and sociological surveys, but there has also
been much description, commentary on, and theorising concerning institutional

in turn, the overseas imposition of 'sanctions’ and efforts to isolate South
Africa meant that the advent of overseas visitors slowed to 2 trickle and South
African sociologists travelling or studying overseas often felt stigmatised by :
their origin: the net result was a high degree of isclation in terms of both ideas £
and flows of personnel and South African sociologists became gradually more
and more isolated. The obverse of this trend was the gradual bdilding up of ¢
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in English-speaking universities, and in their ‘scholarly associations’, there

was a broad range of expertise, broadly lumped into a quasi-sociclogical

rientation, and broadly welded together in their oppositional stance towards

i i d currently occupying
rtheid regime. Many of those both formen:ly an .
g:;?:iiiagy Iecturigg jobs have been trained in social history (especially of the

History Workshop stream of work: which has developed its own local

institutionalisation). Other sociologists have come from a background in

ican studies or broadly (South) African histgry, or from a broa_dly
'(E;::it:a)llpgégnomy' stance, and they have often associated wlth leﬂ(;le‘:"ndrllig_
oppositional social economists and also gesclajgpr:ﬂ:gs. t;ryhlso?gr;c;?u ) e

iscipli ' intellectual grouping was : )

g!r?::%g;rgnts since ASSA%Association of Sociologlsts of South?rn)ié\rf:;;?s)
provided a ‘conference-providing’ hom_e f_or_a wide range of S?'CIr?tI sct: oniists
whose formal training (let alone their d|§01pllnaw loyaity) oniy ig yiolo hed
on farmal or technical sociological material. Some Squth African fog Ct,iogs s
though, especially ex-patriate ones, have made consnder:_gble contri uf 18 Lo
sociology in general (eg the work of John .I_?ex). A major featur? cc’)-' nsfrom
knowledge on South Africa is the extent to which major studies are é i

outside sources.
Other Components in the Social Knowledge Production System

onent of the knowledge production ‘system’ in South Africa has
sgg;hggg?l[:izs centred in the NGOlvolur_!tary sector (eg see van Qerjbizregd
1995). These range across a myriad of dlffgrent types from unl:fecrjsﬁy ased
dedicated research units, through p(?]IC}{ developmen,t. I:n epegﬁve]
organisations to Community-based orgaplsatlons (CBOs)- whic gar]e a earcr):
working in community settings and deploying some appropriate social res

. techniques in tasks such as ‘needs assessment’, 'program evaluation’ or

‘social impact analysis'. Much of this research work and attendant policy
;g\?;?c]:;:rnr:gnt work h&;s been funded by overseas donors. These havp_.r Lnducéeri
Scandinavian, German, Dutch and North Amenc:a.n government; . r;re e
of course various sensitivities involved in the provision of foreign al_cl. w ertra]:ta
ancther country feeding one’s citizens is only morally acceptaple in 3 coura”ry
racked by flood or famine, it is quite acceptable (eyen considere: tmo " gt
uplifting) for another country to fund locally-based social res_earch (oL 0 as !
more generally in capacity-building for research ?”f_j education). §uc Isu'lt}lfgut
also allows the donor country to be subtly and indirectly opposmoqtg wi hout
being too blatant about their stance. In furn, the re:s_earch commufnl ies oh e
donor countries may (at least in some cases)_derwe some bene |ts(.j (syc 2
access to field data) from their country's g:hanty. But in any case, 'ugnt%ere
international isolation of South Africa during th_e: later apartheid perio e
was very little choice: income flows to the oppositional voluntary sector was
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; h: without an adequ
i ' .enrol. Some of the reasons are clear‘enoug h .
only morally feasible option. The social research from these sources varies in umgilr:fy school grounding in either mathematics or in English (?L Afnkg::;;
quality and in the extent to which it can be drawn on for wider scholariy lack African students are seriously disadvantage dl;n ta}émr? uPai'itﬁ Ei: : E:dies
nd 1 i ' i in language based hum :
d mathematics based subjects or in . ) : Studes.
hi ial sci r target area: moreover, a rang
This leaves the social sciences as a major = Sarige
liscipli i be user-friendly. Why sociology
ciplines often percelvgd to‘ oy onr. B ey bo thet
i science possibilities is less clear. t :
ooy o seon e i isi h bject-pecples it studies as
ology is seen as stigmatising the subject-p _
P trr:lri(t)ige‘ (Qi‘gdeed South African anthropology hats. )b?ri?slﬁns:;gebgeséia;?g
' ‘ ing its i ial arrangements). _
ebates concerning its internal racia J : ’ J e Seenasa
maj i iologists to build up their teaching nu
T ar et i sctiomeat heir students. However, much
! -lines i iological consultancy for their stu nts. .
p career-lines in socio | _ T o e
ibiliti the abstract, the reality
ese possibilities seem ideal L /oo orten 18 that
oG bling under the pressure of stu
ociology staff are too often crumbling un o numbers.
is i i ibili ty structures to transfer
There is insufficient flexibility in universi ouroes |
‘ t, and where they have most re ly
where the student demands are steepgs, d whe . t oty
ious i i rsity teaching structures
risen. Serious interest in reformulatl_ng university iy
i i direction of providing rather more
moving them far more in the ‘ _ Tore ooty
i ll-skilled competencies may m '
e g‘raduataf's w']th Ny but it imposes the heavy immediate
effectiveness of teaching in the long run, bu p _ ; mediate
e ' ' formulate university teaching. As
n of the ‘transaction costs requmgd tore )
gl:'reiilt continuing to conduct sociological research becomes correspondingly
ifficult. ‘ ‘
dlm‘?ﬁe capitalist sector of social research shouid not be entlre[y'forgottg:'nﬁ
Market research has fong existed in South Africa. Undter rtﬁcent c‘m?lg?gsl.)glc "
i ' s interests, the gro
the re-opening of local markets to oversea oA
i ' f black consumer expenditure,
middie class and general expansion o ck c : \ the
i t fillip, with large areas of cons .
market research industry has had a dl_stlr}c \ I '
attitu peni d market research. To a lesse
attitudes now opening up for commissione o by
i ket research companies do broa
extent than some other countries, mar reh o oader
iti itudi h. Certainly the media is far less a el \
P thor o s o e ve h research when it is carried out. So
in other countries, fo the results of such res ) segearied OUl S0
i lectoral support and other attitudina studi
ool gt f high public interest. There
iri i ly not seen as a matter of high p | _ ]
S b bu’g oo i j lling-measures of immediate public.
seems to be no interest in knee-jerk polling mr ”
iof i i le. Such public interest polling
reactions to public events, as in WSA for examp ; 1 e il
i i ds to remained interred with'the polling
research that is carried out probably _ten ol wilh the polin
i i lable for any further sociolagical attention.
companies data-archives _anr:i unav§1 h Bntororise 1 ok doploved i
Another sector of capitalist social researc enterp _ i
i ing State is in considerable need o
consultancy companies. A transforming ¢ ! 1 of
ri i th the wider establishment o
search to steer its redirected efforts. Wi _ blishme
;raerovincial and local governments there has b_een a major build up in ;23
demand for research to underpin local economic development planning

some methodological innovation: such as in the wi
participative research methodalogies,

There was also some internally-funded quasi-oppositional research
foundation activity. A prime exampie of this was the Urban Foundation which:
was set up with capitalist funding. The Urban Foundation became a major
research and policy-development institution, examining a wide range of issues:
relating to urban settiements This area of attention was devoted to a major’
and immediate threat to the urban white capitalist class {and also to the midd

other sites of policy thinking and research. ]
The historically disadvantaged universities (HDUs) have also bee
historically disa vantaged in terms of sociology and social research, Fairly 3
recently creations, designed to provide a flimsy appearance of even-handed
treatment of all racial groups, the HDUs were originally controlied by cadres
of Afrikaner senior staff, and were poorly equipped in terms of libraries,
research-support infrastructure and in the qualifications, experience and

resilience of their staff. With the partial exception of the very long-established

 Mistorically-black universities have not the site for the

development of an indigenous sociclogy (see some chapters in Rex 1981, also :
Nzimande 1994).

The role of black Africans in social research (even in the more liberaj

English-speaking universities) tend to be that of middle-"man’ between the

white social researchers and the research Subjects. Few rose above the rank

of research assistant or were able to participate as intellectuals with a voice of
their own. irrespective of who has u

sed them, there has been Jittle employment |
of ‘native’ concepts to fructify local socioiogy. Africanist sociological concepts
have seidom been taken up and pressed into service to enhance social
understanding. At best a few liluminating local terms might be appropriately

applied where appropriate. A few texts with a supposedly 'nativist’ South
African viewpoint have appeared,

but none have baen entirely successful ang
Some are quite misleading in their claims. More recently, attempts have been
made to capacity-build amongst the HBUs, and several programs have been
instituted through the HSRC to en
a supportive 'research culture’ and the necessary institutions
to carry out social research is clearly a long-term effort.
Interestingly, sociology seems highly attractive to many black African
students. Along with psychology and economics/business studies very large
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related enterprises. Some critics have complained that this mode of delivery
of knowledge is expensive and yet deficient {(more show than substance), and

may rely too much on overseas expertise and experts insufficiently attuned to 3
locai circumstance: on the other hand it usually does at least deliver some :

rasults on time!

Other infrastructural services to Support social research are provided by the §
HSRC (or its funding arm the C8D). For example, a data archive is ;
maintained. HSRC is also able to underwrite collective social research

enterprises and provide or support leadership potentials. With shrinking (and
more constrained) social science research budgets in many first world
countries, a heightened social research attention may well being displaced

onta third world countries such as South Africa, since support for social .

science research might still be won through foreign aid’ budgets. For this and

other reasons, in recent years South Africa has been besieged by a trail of
overseas social researchers touring the country, seeking reciprocal research 2

agreements etc. This intense overseas interest has yet to be properly
harvested in South Africa's interests.

As Lazarsfeld has argued, the social science research establishment relies 3

to a considerable extent on the validity and availability of ‘official social
bookkeeping data’. Right through the apartheid years the South African
Central Statistical Service {CSS) kept pumping out a myriad of beautifuily
presented statistical reports from population and economic censuses together
with vital statistics, trade figures and the full gamut of modern data-series.

Unfortunately, partly because of the iltegitimacy of the regime and because of :

efficiencies in collection of data and in its presentation, much of this data was
unreliable and non-valid. Critics have shown some alarming discrepancies in
terms of the error-margins In the data and have also hinted at some extent of
state-conspiratoriai manipulation of this data. Fortunately, as the statistical
services become transformed and fresh and much higher quality data are
collected, better quality data which can be a more sound base for social
science research is now becoming available.

Publishing opportunities in South Africa have been reasonably readily
available. There are several South African book publishing outlets {eg Ravan
Press) and some interest from Northern hemisphere presses specialising in
African matters (eg Zed books). There is a wide range of South African journal-
publishing outiets. Many are subsidised through a system of state-support. To
encourage publication of articles and books staff {or rather their universities)
are given state grants against each approved {usually peer-reviewed)
publication. However, as the economic noose of recent years tightens, the
range of publishing opportunities have progressively begun to narrow. in
recent years, several publishing houses have gone to the wall, and the range
of available local journals is steadily shrinking. ‘
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As it. moved into a status as a ‘Government in wait_ing' the ANC bggan to
evelop its own policy-formulation agencies. Four tpmk-tanks (including _the
.APC) were set-up or cajoled into providing appropriate research and Ppllcy-
evelopment tasks (see Padyachee 1993). The scope of acceptably legitimate
esearch tasks expanded considerably® In par!icular,‘poverty and rural poverty
gcame important concerns. Alongside these Enstitutlone_ﬂ moves came a flurey -
f renewed research activity. In particular, on the quantltat!ve socrgl resgaarch
ront came a slew of very useful survey research collections v_vhach laid the
asis for much academic and policy-relevant research. The Ieadlng.example's
ave been the SALDRU living standards study and successive CS$ 5
uccessive October Household Surveys which enable a broad range of policy
ssues to be modeled across all sectors of the popuiation. _

A further fill up to these new data-collections has been a considerable

! egree of international attention. This attention partly arisgs|out of_South
: Africa’s rather unique situation of being a mix of 'first' and "third’ world in one

ountry (with a nod in the direction of some ‘second world’ socialist thinking)
and also because of its geo-political situation, not just at the foot of Africa, but
as the spring-board for capitalist economic activity throughout sub-saharan

~ Africa. This gives South Africa an “absolute advantage’ asa strategic research
- site for a variety of economic and social issues. Agencies such as the W_orld

Bank and IMF have seen South Africa (to at ieast a small degr._ee) as testing-
. sites for the development of new palicies. This glare of international attention

can add an extra value to the results of local social r_esea‘rch efforts. .
Some concern with the transformation of institutions involving sociology
and social research has begun. However, it seemed that amongst state

“agencies the HSRC has been amongst the slowest to.transform. As the broad
 political agenda of the new government began to bite, some of the flow of

resources towards major sites for conducting social fesearc_h have becqme
increasingly cut. Despite increasing demands for access to higher edqcatio_n,
and indeed despite increasing enrolments, governmept support of university
expenses has been held and rolled back. This has put increasing pressure on
teachers and researchers, especially in hard-pressed areas such as spclology
with its high student demand, While access to research funding continues to
be reasonable, there are signs that there will be increasing pressure in these
areas in the near future.

From Transition into Transformation?
There are many obstacles to overcome in endeavouring to turn a culture of

‘research in opposition’ to a culture of ‘research assisting transformation’: A
major barrier is the lack of appropriate theoretical and methodological skills
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, i as the main agenda for social science researchers over
iglfrtlr;itczr;::;:.k el?l what shapeg is the South African social resegrch
stablishment to be able to deliver appro.priate research on tlhese t.gplct:ﬁ:
here is no available clear intellectual or policy fr,a_mework that might gyl et the
ansformation of the 'social research syfstem inan approppa_te irec ost.
ome organisational transformation is reqw(ed, with c?pac:;ty—bUIIdlnghamo?gm'
iDUs being a major priority. Much reworking 'of the 'social researc .syst:

ay however need less commitment to major structprai cha_nges. ra: er,
etworking and other more flexible and even short-term jOb—SEeCIﬁC structures
ay suffice. There also needs to be considerable changes in person-p?welr
nd in the competencies and skills of those in t_he social rese.‘a_rph s¥sb em',
ile retaining a critical edge, sociat researc_:h which has the ambiticn o b]emtg
seful in the ‘transformation’ of South African sgcnety needs to be' able to
er far-better formulated and well-research_ed ideas about why thlr"ngs.are
ey are and how they might be changed than hitherto. Broad cha_ractensatlpns ‘
F sacial structures (such as those inherited from the South African Marxian-
spired tradition of societal analysis) need to be supglemented by farMmor.e
osely-focussed theories which identify levers of soc;al chgnge (see N orr;’s
996). Instead of painting stark pictures of repression with broad ltli.ts ;
strokes, field-research needs fine-brush work which shows up the degafl SIO
“how institutions actually work, and might_be made to work be.tter. According yr,]
social researchers must gain high quality thepry—constructlon and res_ea}('rc
‘skills, including where appropriate both economic models and a_lso quantltg ive
research competencies (however much such approach_es might have eent
despised by progressive sociologists in_ti)e past).. S.oc[al regearcherfs tmcli,ls
become thoroughly versed in the local policies pertaining in tl.welr area o stu_ ¥,
in the range of policy aiternatives which are l_Jsed across different coun nesi
and in the vicissitudes of the policy process in general. Above all, ang rl'nc>sf
centrally, social researchers cannot rely solely on t'he older mo e:( Sbot
academic peer review to ensure quality of theory and social research work, bu

amongst many social researchers who were able to ‘cut their teeth’ o

oppositicnal research which required only relatively limited methodolégical §
research skills. Now, a rather more constructive mode of fnquiry is required
including an ability to identify policy implications of research work an
communicating these to appropriate stake-holders. (Important discussions are 3

provided in Morris, 1996; Sitas, 1996 with a review of recent work provided j
Webster 1997.)

though, proceed as follows: Survey data can be used to locate the concerns §
facing the peopie, especially those who are poorer. (It might be possible to
supplement this source of information of the ‘demand’ for social research by
others: perhaps interviewing senior politicians or policy-makers). Then the
ability and the capagcity of the South African sociological and social research
apparatus to deliver appropriate social research might be gauged and
suggestions made as to future directions in which it might be built.

In the Saldru Standards of Living survey respondents were asked to rank
the three most important issues that they would like to see tackled by the
government. These included poverty, homelessness and the provision of jobs 1

(see table 1). The views of the poorest respondents are emphasised in this
table.

Table 1: Where could the government help most? (% in each quintile who
name the following issues among the three items the government could help
most with: totals can exceed 100% since up to three responses were
permitied.) Source: Ministry, 1995, p25

- . i hers to
Issue Ultra-poor Richest Total instead there must systematic efforts by groups of socta}l fesearc
Jobs 57.8 56.6 57.3 develop high quality in-depth and innovative research projects. This takes
Housing 22 1 37.1 38.6 systematic collective effort to achieve,
Food Aid 34.3 10.6 19.9
Piped Water 44,2 7.8 242 Bibliography '
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