
RUUT VEENHOVEN (1942 – 2024) – IN MEMORIAM 
 
Ruut Veenhoven was a pioneer in the scientific study of human happiness. His first publication 
on the subject was in 1970, when he studied sociology at Erasmus University of Rotterdam in 
The Netherlands. In 1984 he reviewed the available research in ‘Conditions of Happiness’. This 
work laid the basis for the World Database of Happiness, which is on the internet since 1999. 
Veenhoven was a founding editor of the Journal of Happiness Studies that is published since 
2000. 

 
After his study of sociology, Ruut Veenhoven taught social psychology at Erasmus University 
Rotterdam. In 1995 he was appointed professor of Humanism at Utrecht University and in 2000 
he became professor of social conditions for human Happiness at Erasmus University 
Rotterdam. 
Since 2011 he was also a special professor at North-West University in South Africa. After 
reaching age 65 in 2007 Veenhoven continued his research on happiness as an emeritus 
professor, working in the newly established Erasmus Happiness Economics Research 
Organization EHERO. 

 
The intellectual legacy of Ruut Veenhoven will be kept publicly available by the Foundation for 
the Study of Happiness (Stichting Studie Geluk) https://stichtingstudiegeluk.site. The last 
version of his World Database of Happiness will be stored in the Library of Erasmus University 
Rotterdam and will remain accessible on the internet. Options for the continuation of this 
source are found here. 

 

http://worlddatabaseofhappiness.eur.nl/
http://www.springer.com/social%2Bsciences/wellbeing%2B%26%2Bquality-of-life/journal/10902
http://www.eur.nl/english/ehero/
https://stichtingstudiegeluk.site/
https://worlddatabaseofhappiness.eur.nl/
https://worlddatabaseofhappiness.eur.nl/how-to-build-on-this-database/

