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I ISA Forum 2025 

 

Information regarding the 2025 ISA Forum in Rabat, Morocco is now available. The theme 

is “Understanding Justice in the Anthropocene”. You can find further details here: 

https://www.isa-sociology.org/en/conferences/forum/rabat-2025  

 

The online session proposal submission system will open from May 2 to July 1st, 2024 

(24:00h UTC/GMT). No further sessions can be added after that deadline. 

 

Leading the program coordination for RC56 will be Paddy Dolan and Fabio Santos. RC56 

welcomes proposals on any theme and of any sub-fields of relevance for historical 

sociologists. Proposals by underrepresented groups and cross-country teams are 

encouraged.  

  

https://www.isa-sociology.org/en/conferences/forum/rabat-2025
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II Social Media 

 

Our social media platforms are: 

Twitter/X: @RC56HistSoc 

Facebook 

LinkedIn 

Please follow! If you wish to circulate something via social media, please contact our 
Online Communication Manager Lucy Brown: brownlucy112@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 

III New Research Project 

 

Migrant arrival contexts in transregional comparison. Local figurations and differing 

collective histories of Assyrians/Arameans in Germany and Jordan 

Principal investigator: Dr. Johannes Becker 

Research funded by the German Research Foundation (DFG, BE 7494/1-1) 

Duration of the project: 2023-2026 

  

Project description: 

This comparative project investigates the development of we-images, mutual disregard 

or conflicts between migrants of a higher “social age” and newcomers of the same ethno-

religious grouping. Taking the example of Assyrian/Aramean migrants it compares their 

histories of settling/settlement and their incorporation in local figurations with “old-

established” and other migrant groupings. It also explores the consequences of renewed 

influx of members of the same grouping in the same local arrival contexts. The project 

puts a focus on the significance of differing collective histories, collective memories and 

nationalities of migrants already present and those moving in. 

https://twitter.com/RC56HistSoc
https://www.facebook.com/groups/860839265313977/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/rc56-historical-sociology/?viewAsMember=true
mailto:brownlucy112@gmail.com
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The analysis of two local arrival contexts of Assyrians/Arameans in Eastern Westphalia 

(Germany) and in Amman (Jordan) is representative of figurations of migrant groupings 

which are influenced to this day by processes of state-building and violent conflicts in the 

Middle East. In roughly the past two decades Assyrian/Aramean migrants from Iraq and 

Syria have moved to Eastern Westphalia and Amman. However, in both contexts there is 

a long-established community of migrants who have considered themselves as 

Assyrians/Arameans for decades – in Germany mainly from Turkey, in Amman mainly 

Arabic-speaking. 

The focus of the project is on the following questions: 

• In the light of complex local figurations and options of belonging, to what extent 

do the members of the local grouping of Assyrians/Arameans develop we-images 

which are connected to the formation of a local “community”? 

• To what extent does a renewed influx of migrants with differing collective histories 

lead to transformations of we-images and of everyday life, to internal 

differentiation and conflicts? 

These two central aspects – complex local figurations and differing collective histories 

– are connected. They show which role similar and different historical perspectives play 

in processes of (not) getting together, and how this leads to changes in figurations with 

members of further migrant or old-established groupings. The methodological approach, 

a combination of sociological biographical research and figurational sociology, sharpens 

our view of the socio-historical dimensions of the topic and avoids an atomistic focus on 

one grouping. By examining the definition, size and composition of migrant groupings in 

their dynamics, the project makes an important conceptual contribution to processes of 

social boundary-making and to the analysis of internal differentiations in migrant 

groupings using a comparative approach. 

Key words: sociological biographical research, migration sociology, figurational 

sociology, transregional comparison  
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IV Upcoming events 

 

Workshop “Fugitive Histories and Migrant Knowledge in Latin America and the 

Caribbean” at the University of California, Irvine 

Conveners: Kevan Aguilar, Amy Kerner, Fabio Santos, and Chelsea Schields  

 

 

 

  

https://migknow.hypotheses.org/
https://migknow.hypotheses.org/
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V Call for Papers 

 

Encyclopedia of the Anthropocene – Pluriversal perspectives 
 
Dear colleagues, 
  
We are pleased to submit a call for contributions to the timely project of an Encyclopedia 
of the Anthropocene – Pluriversal perspectives, published by the international publisher 
Springer-Nature, which aims both to provide an accurate and informed overview of the 
current situation and to offer analytical and/or prospective perspectives. We are 
delighted that Springer-Nature has agreed to publish this encyclopedia in the prestigious 
"Major Reference Work" series. They have a global network whereby many universities 
and higher education institutions purchase the entire programme of the publishing 
company and offer it to students, colleagues and professors. Besides, Springer provides 
a contribution management platform (Meteor) and a dedicated contact person (Saskia 
Ellis). 
  
This major English-language project is led by Nathanaël Wallenhorst and Christoph Wulf, 
with the cooperation of several associate editors, depending on the theme, including 
ourselves for the Energy section. 
  
To this end, we are looking for contributions that give full visibility to areas, issues and 
authors from the South on the question of energy. The main instructions are as follows: 
  
Scope of the encyclopedia. 
The Anthropocene is a conceptual tool at the crossroads of several disciplinary fields: (1) 
geology and stratigraphy, of course; (2) Earth system sciences; (3) but also all the 
different disciplinary fields of the humanities and social sciences, all of which are now 
proposing their conceptualisation of the Anthropocene. The proposed Encyclopedia of a 
pluriversal Anthropocene (i.e. multi-diverse) articulates the biogeophysical knowledge of 
the Anthropocene as well as the socio-political knowledge. It is understood that in the 
conception of the Anthropocene that structures this Encyclopedia of a pluriversal 
Anthropocene, we give primacy to the paradigm of rupture that gives meaning to current 
biogeophysical research on the Anthropocene (i.e. that tomorrow is not an extension of 
today, given the possibility of crossing a tipping point) and to the paradigm of 
pluriversality, referring to the cohabitation of worlds. 
Contribution level 
Our aim is to publish a work of tertiary literature, which provides summarized information 
derived from primary or secondary sources, not an original article. As such it contains 
digested knowledge in an easily accessible format. Please do not use this article as an 
opportunity to publish (exclusively) your own scientific work (primary literature). Rather, 
the current state of literature should be summarized including also possible review 
articles. As in any other scientific article, proper references are needed to the original 
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articles or review articles. Content therefore consists of established information in a 
particular field, directly related to energy issues. 
  
In a nutshell, the guiding principles of the Encyclopedia are as follows: 
1. The Encyclopaedia is oriented towards issues of sustainability and diversity, both local 
and global. 
2. It aims to be: diachronic/current/synchronic. 
3. The central elements are a well-founded assessment of the current situation, the 
identification of problems and possible future scenarios. 
  
You’ll find more detailed guidelines and practical information in the attached document. 
  
If you are interested in contributing to this project, please send us a brief proposal 
including (i) a short title (subject / object of study), (ii) a short summary of your thoughts, 
(iii) a few lines specifying your disciplinary framework, your academic affiliations and 
possibly your publications on the subject, 
at adziebowski@unistra.fr and phamman@unistra.fr. Contributions on global Suds are 
particularly welcome. 
  
Many thanks for your attention. We look forward to hearing from you by June 10 at the 
latest, so that we can smoothly organize the content of the section. If your proposal is 
accepted, you will be contacted without delay with further information on the next steps. 
  
Best regards, 
Aude Dziebowski & Philippe Hamman 

 

 

 

  

mailto:adziebowski@unistra.fr
mailto:phamman@unistra.fr
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VI  Recent publications 

 

Eva Bahl 

Bahl, Eva. 2023. Prozesse des Erinnerns in Krisenzeiten – Zeitliche Aspekte des 

biographischen Forschens. In Sozialwissenschaftliche Methoden und Methodologien: 

Temporalität – Prozessorientierung – Gedächtnis, ed. Gerd Sebald, Oliver Dimbath, Hanna 

Haag and Michael Heinlein, 163-86. Soziales Gedächtnis, Erinnern und Vergessen – 

Memory Studies. Wiesbaden: Springer Fachmedien Wiesbaden. doi:10.1007/978-3-658-

41914-1_8. 

Bahl, Eva, and Yvonne Berger. 2023. Processes of South-South Migration in Their 

Historical Context: Biographical Case Studies from Brazil and China. Historical Social 

Research 48. GESIS - Leibniz-Institute for the Social Sciences: 248-82. 

doi:10.12759/HSR.48.2023.47. 

 

Bamyeh, Mohammed A. 

Mohammed A. Bamyeh, “The No State Solution,” TRAFO: Blog for Transregional 

Research: https://trafo.hypotheses.org/50832 

 

Johannes Becker 

Becker, Johannes/Burchardt, Johannes. 2023. Special Issue “Doing Global Sociology: 

Qualitative Methods and Biographical Becoming after the Postcolonial Critique”. 

Historical Social Research 48 (4).  

 

Maurício Domingues 

Domingues, José Maurício. 2024. Political modernity and social theory: origins, 

development and alternatives. New York: Routledge. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-658-41914-1_8
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-658-41914-1_8
https://doi.org/10.12759/HSR.48.2023.47
https://trafo.hypotheses.org/50832
https://www.gesis.org/hsr/aktuelle-hefte/2023/484-doing-global-sociology
https://www.gesis.org/hsr/aktuelle-hefte/2023/484-doing-global-sociology
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Stephen Mennell 

Stephen Mennell, Le processus de civilisation américain (Paris: CNRS Éditions, 2023), 552 

pp., Translated and edited by Claire Le Strat. 

Alex Law and Stephen Mennell eds, The Anthem Companion to Norbert Elias (London: 

Anthem Press, 2023), 259 pp.  

Alex Law and Stephen Mennell, ‘Introduction: The Sociological Promise of Norbert Elias’, 

in Alex Law and Stephen Mennell, eds., The Anthem Companion to Norbert Elias (London: 

Anthem Press, 2023), pp. 1–15. 

Jason Hughes and Stephen Mennell, ‘Knowledge, Science and Method: The Sociological 

practice of Norbert Elias’, in Alex Law and Stephen Mennell, eds., The Anthem Companion 

to Norbert Elias (London: Anthem Press, 2023), pp. 31–54. 

Artur Bogner and Stephen Mennell, eds, Civilisations, Civilising Processes and Modernity 

– A Debate [between Norbert Elias, Immanuel Wallerstein, William H. McNeill, Hand-Dieter 

Evers, Keith Hopkins, Johann P. Arnason, Johan Goudsblom and others]: Documents from 

the Conference at Bielefeld, 1984 (Cham: Palgrave Macmillan, 2022). xii +299 pp. 

Dieter Reicher, Adrian Jitschin, Behrouz Alikhani and Arjan Post, eds, in collaboration with 

Stephen Mennell and Barbara Mennell Norbert Elias’s African Processes of Civilisation 

(Wiesbaden: Springer VS, 2023). viii +247 pp.  

Marta Bucholc and Stephen Mennell, eds, Part V: ‘Historical Sociology’, in David 

McCallum (ed.) The Palgrave Handbook of the History of Human Sciences, 2 vols (Palgrave 

Macmillan, Singapore, 2022), vol. 1, pp. 561–804.   

Marta Bucholc and Stephen Mennell, ‘The Past and the Future of Historical Sociology: An 

Introduction’, David McCallum (ed.) The Palgrave Handbook of the History of Human 

Sciences, 2 vols (Palgrave Macmillan, Singapore, 2022), vol. 1, pp. 561–81. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-15-4106-3_50-1  

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-15-4106-3_50-1
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Stephen Mennell, ‘Norbert Elias and figurational sociology: interview with Stephen 

Mennell’, Sociologia & Antropologia 12: 1 (2022), pp. 13–50. [Interviewer, Tatiana Savoia 

Landini.] 

‘Remembering Johan Goudsblom’, Historical Social Research 48: 1 (2023), pp. 35–44. 

Stephen Mennell: book review: Wai Lau, On the Process of Civilisation in Japan: 

Sociogenetic and Psychogenetic Investigations (Cham: Palgrave Macmillan, 2022). 

Figurations, 58, 2023. 

Stephen Mennell, book review: Elizabeth A. Williams, Appetite and its Discontents: Science, 

Medicine and the Urge to Eat, 1750–1950 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020). 

Journal of Modern History, 95: 2 (2023), pp. 433–4. 

Stephen Mennell, ‘How I became a food historian: looking back on All Manners of Food’, 

European Journal of Food Drink and Society, 3: 1 (2023), 85–94. 

Stephen Mennell, ‘Obituary, John Stone (1944–2023)’, Network (British Sociological 

Association), No. 146, March 2024, p. 42. 

 

Maria Pohn-Lauggas, Steve Tonah and Arne Worm. 2024. Exile/Flight/Persecution. 

Sociological Perspectives on Processes of Violence. Göttingen: Göttingen University 

Press. 

 

Fabio Santos 

SANTOS, FABIO. 2024. When was "the global?" Thinking without limits. Global Qualitative 

Sociology Blog. 

SANTOS, FABIO. 2024. Memories of Migration in Times of Global Inequality: Drawing 

Aspirational Maps in-between Africa, Europe and the Americas. In 

Exile/Flight/Persecution. Sociological Perspectives on Processes of Violence, ed. by Maria 

Pohn-Lauggas, Steve Tonah, and Arne Worm. Göttingen: Göttingen University Press, 213–

237. 

https://global-qualitative-sociology.net/2024/02/10/when-was-the-global/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/375606097_Memories_of_Migration_in_Times_of_Global_Inequality_Drawing_Aspirational_Maps_in-between_Africa_Europe_and_the_Americas
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/375606097_Memories_of_Migration_in_Times_of_Global_Inequality_Drawing_Aspirational_Maps_in-between_Africa_Europe_and_the_Americas
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SANTOS, FABIO. 2023. Mind the Archival Gap: Critical Fabulation as Decolonial Method. 

Historical Social Research 48 (4): 330–353. 

 

Simon Susen 

Craig Browne and Simon Susen (2024 [2014]) ‘Austerity and Its Antitheses: Practical 

Negations of Capitalist Legitimacy’, in Craig Browne, Social Theory and the Political 

Imaginary: Practice, Critique, and History, London: Routledge, pp. 166–177. 

Simon Susen (2023) ‘A New Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere? With, 

against, and beyond Habermas’, Society, 60(6), pp. 842–867. 

Simon Susen (2023 [2023]) ‘Vers une ontologie de la réalité contemporaine ?’, Éditions 

Académiques de France, traduit par Pascal Nouvel, pp. 1–33. 

Simon Susen (2023) ‘Towards an Ontology of Contemporary Reality?’, Theory, Culture & 

Society, 40(7–8), pp. 33–55. 

Simon Susen (2023) ‘The End of Big Theory? A Rejoinder to Strand’, Social Epistemology 

Review and Reply Collective, 12(11), pp. 54–73. 

Simon Susen (2023) ‘Lessons from Reckwitz and Rosa: Towards a Constructive Dialogue 

between Critical Analytics and Critical Theory’, Social Epistemology, 37(5), pp. 545–591. 

Simon Susen (2023) ‘Postmodernism’, in Maria Grasso and Marco Giugni (eds.) Elgar 

Encyclopedia of Political Sociology, Cheltenham: Edward Elgar, pp. 470–474. 

 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/376032853_Mind_the_Archival_Gap_Critical_Fabulation_as_Decolonial_Method
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781003358862-8/austerity-antitheses-craig-browne-simon-susen
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781003358862-8/austerity-antitheses-craig-browne-simon-susen
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s12115-023-00908-y.pdf
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s12115-023-00908-y.pdf
https://editions.academiques.fr/2023-Ontologie%20de%20la%20re%CC%81alite%CC%81%20par%20Simon%20Susen/index.html
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/02632764221143943
https://social-epistemology.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/susen_reply_strand_serrc_11-17-2023.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02691728.2023.2201578
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02691728.2023.2201578
https://www.elgaronline.com/display/book/9781803921235/b-9781803921235.chapter119.xml?rskey=GpTLWg&result=1
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